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As tlieir economic position strengthened the Polish gentry and the
rising bourgeoisie strove for complete political independence. They
demanded that Poland's borders of 1772 be restored, i. e., they sought
the return of Byelorussian and Ukrainian lands. The Polish gentry
also strove to rid themselves of the viceroy. The movement in Polan^.
against Russian tsarism had the secret support of English diplomats.
The sessions of the Diet revealed a growing opposition from among
a considerable part of the gentry. Bills submitted by the tsarist gov-
ernment were rejected by the Diet. This irritated Alexander, who
demanded that the Diet be made to realize that the Constitution of
1815 did not give it the right to criticize the actions of the tsarist
government. The repressions and restrictions which followed merely
had the effect of stirring up the movement for national liberation within
the country. Secret societies having as their aim the restoration, of Po-
land's political independence sprang up within the country.

Lithuania and Byelorussia. Lithuania and. Byelorussia which
had become a colony of Russian, tsarism after the partition of Po-
land, were subject to the same administrative regulations as those
enforced in Russia. The new gubernias and uyezds were placed under
the jurisdiction of tsarist officials. The Lithuanian and Byelorussian
nobility had at first,hoped to preserve their independence. They had'
demanded that neither Russian troops nor Russian administration W
allowed on the territory of Lithuania and Byelorussia. These demands
were rejected. On the contrary, the tsarist government began to grant
land in the new colonies to Russian nobles in order to create a bul-
wark there for the tsarist autocracy.

The war of 1812 seriously affected the economic position of Lith-
uania and Byelorussia. The population became impoverished and
its number was reduced by one-third. The cultivated area was reduced
by half. The peasants lost almost all their livestock.

After the war of 1812 the landlords restored their estates by means
of still greater exploitation of the peasantry. In 1820 and 1821 Byelo-
russia experienced a terrible famine. The starving Byelorussian peas-
ants abandoned the land and migrated to the central regions of Russia
to seek employment on canal construction jobs and in the new fac-
tories.

About 70 per cent of the urban population of Byelorussia and
Lithuania were Jews. The Jewish agricultural population was
insignificant. In the towns the Jews engaged in trade and in the
crafts.

In 1796 a law was passed in the interests of the Russian landlord^
and merchants, establishing a Jewish pale of settlement, bywhicff
- the domicile*of Jews was confined to Byelorussia tod the Kiev,   Po-
dolsk, Volhynia, Ekaterinoslav and Taurida gubernias. Even here
they were not admitted'to all the gubernia centres.